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GDP in volume - First results for 1996 
The first results for 1996 (*) GDP show a slowdown in the annual rate of economic growth within the 
European Union (+ 1.6%). 
By comparison, the United States, Australia, and notably Japan, had accelerated GDP growth in 1996 (by 
2.4%, 3.2% and 3.8% respectively). The rate of growth slowed in Canada (1.5%), while the Swiss economy 
actually contracted in 1996 (-0.7%). 
Most Member States had reduced economic growth in 1996, the exceptions being Greece (2.4%), the 
Netherlands (2.6%) and Portugal (2.5%). Ireland recorded the highest rate of growth at 7.8%, and Italy the 
weakest at 0.8%. 
In terms of GDP per head, all countries had growth in 1996 with the exception of Switzerland (which fell by 
-1.1%), but the rate of growth in GDP per head was generally lower than that of GDP itself. 
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* Methodological Note: Results presented in this report are based on the first estimates available from the Quarterly Accounts of several 
Member States, and trading partners, together with estimates of the Commission. Revisions may be made in line with Member States. 
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1.1 EUROPEAN UNION AND MAIN ECONOMIC PARTNERS 
EVOLUTION OF GDP - ANNUAL PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN VOLUME 
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1.2 EUROPEAN UNION AND MAIN ECONOMIC PARTNERS 
ANNUAL EVOLUTION OF GDP IN VOLUME PER HEAD 
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C') Preliminary estimations made by the national statistic services. 
{') Final estimations made the Commission services. 
